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Answers To Life’s Most Essential 

Questions 

 Lesson 3: What 

Is The Bible? 

 You see a copy of the Bible many of the 

places you go: Hospitals, hotels, doctors’ offices, the 

family room of your friends/relatives, etc. There are 

many programs and applications for your computer 

and phone designed for it. There is a section in many 

bookstores devoted to it. You may even own one or 

more of them. In fact, it is widely believed to be the 

most published and distributed book of all time! But, 

what exactly is the book that is called the “Bible”? 

 As we seek the answers to life’s most 

essential questions, we must seek the right answer to 

the question: “What is the Bible?” Is the Bible 

different from all of the other millions of books that 

have been written? If so, why is it different from all 

of those other books? Is the Bible a book that is 

important to you? Is it important to your neighbor? 

Is it important to your family members, co-workers, 

and friends? Is it relevant to your purpose in life 

(which we discussed in our last study)? If so, how?  

 Through the first two lessons of this study, I 

have already made many references to this book. I 

have claimed that it teaches the things we have been 

studying. Still, it is essential to understand why the 

things taught in the Bible are so important to 

understand and obey. For, if the Bible is like every 

other book on this earth, then there is nothing all that 

special about it. 

 However, as we seriously consider some 

facts about the Bible, we can quickly discover that 

there really is something special about it that makes 

it different from every other book. In fact, the Bible 

is more than just a special and important book. It is 

an essential book because it is fully authoritative to 

tell people what is absolutely right and wrong. 

Therefore, in this third lesson, we will seek the 

answer to the question, “What is the Bible?” 

Some Basic Facts About The 

Bible 

 Let’s begin by just observing the Bible for a 

few moments and considering some basics. In case 

you have not spent very much (or any) time with the 

Bible before, let me take just a few moments to 

introduce you to this wonderful book. Consider how 

it is organized and its theme. 

“Bible”  

 The word “Bible” is used today in reference 

to a specific collection of 66 books that many 

consider to be authoritative. These 66 books were 

written by approximately 40 different human 

authors. Yet, it is claimed that they wrote under 

Divine inspiration (a claim we will examine later in 

this study). 

 Since the Bible has been written, each book 

has been subdivided into chapters and verses, 

making it easier to find specific passages. Therefore, 

you will commonly see references that look like this: 

Acts 2:38. The name (in this case, “Acts”) identifies 

which of the 66 books is under consideration (note 

that sometimes the books will be abbreviated). The 

number in front of the colon (:) identifies the chapter 

(in this case, chapter two). The number(s) after the 

colon identifies the verse(s) (38, in this example). 

When multiple verse are referenced, there will be a 

hyphen or comma between the verses. For example, 

if you see Acts 2:38-41, it is a reference to the book 

of Acts, chapter two, verses 38 through 41. And, if 

you see Acts 2:38, 41, it is a reference to the book of 

Acts, chapter two, verse 38 and verse 41. 

 The 66 books of the Bible are divided into 

two major sections: The Old Testament and the New 

Testament. First, the Old Testament contains 39 

individual books (ranging from Genesis to Malachi). 
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This represents a period of time prior to the Christian 

age – a period covering the beginning of the world 

through about 400 years prior to the birth of Jesus 

Christ. There are books of law (known as the Law of 

Moses), history, poetry, and prophecy.  

 However, it is important to recognize that we 

do not live under the Old Testament law today. This 

law has been taken away and replaced with the Law 

of Christ (which you can read about in the pages of 

the New Testament). Colossians 2:14 makes it very 

clear that the Old Law was taken away through Jesus 

Christ’s death on the cross (which we’ll discuss in 

lesson five): “He erased the certificate of debt, with 

its obligations, that was against us and opposed to us, 

and has taken it away by nailing it to the cross.” So, 

the message that is contained in the first 39 books of 

the Bible do not represent a binding law for us today. 

However, the message of those first 39 books is 

useful for our learning – and ought to serve as a great 

encouragement and help to us as we seek to glorify 

God in our lives (read Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 

10:1-11; and Hebrews 11:1-12:4). 

 Second, the New Testament contains 27 

individual books (ranging from Matthew to 

Revelation). These books discuss the life of Jesus 

Christ, the beginning and history of the church of 

Christ, letters that were written to churches and 

Christians, and the prophetic book of Revelation. 

These books contain the Law of Christ – the law that 

we live under today. 

 These books contain the fulfillment of 

hundreds of Old Testament prophecies about the 

coming of the Savior, the establishment of Christ’s 

church, and the giving of the new covenant. In fact, 

as you read the message of these 27 books, it is 

essential that you realize you are studying the new 

covenant – and understand that you are obligated to 

keep its instructions! This new covenant is a great 

blessing to live under – as there is forgiveness of sins 

through Jesus Christ under it! Consider the promise 

God made concerning this new covenant in Hebrews 

8:12: “For I will forgive their wrongdoing, and I will 

never again remember their sins.” 

The theme of the Bible 

 Like other books, the Bible has a central 

theme. This theme of the Bible is “salvation”! The 

entire story of the Bible revolves around this central 

theme. In the beginning of the Bible story, God 

creates man and woman and places them in the 

garden of Eden (a paradise on earth). However, as 

they sin and are cast out of the garden, the story shifts 

to the need for a Savior. The remainder of the Old 

Testament shows God’s dealings with His people 

(the Israelites) and tells about a Savior who is coming 

through their ancestry. “Christ is coming” is the 

message of the Old Testament. In the books of 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, the message shifts 

to “Christ is here” – as Jesus Christ is born into the 

world and lives on earth. After His death, burial, and 

resurrection, Christ ascends into Heaven. The 

message from that point forward (Acts 1 through the 

remainder of the New Testament) is “Christ is 

coming again to judge the world and take His people 

to Heaven with Him” – giving instructions about 

following Jesus Christ and being saved from sin so 

people can go to Heaven. 

 The Bible contains this wonderful story of 

hope and love. It is no wonder that John 3:16 may be 

the most familiar verse in the entire Bible! It says, 

“For God loved the world in this way: He gave his 

one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him will not perish but have eternal life.” Now, 

through the Savior who has lived and given His life 

as a sacrifice for the sins of mankind, we can live 

with Him in Heaven one day – if we believe and obey 

Him! 

The Bible Contains The 

Revelation Of God’s Will To 

Mankind 

 The Bible is different from every other book 

that has ever been written. Every other book has a 

human origin. But, the Bible has originated with 

God! 
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No ordinary book 

 Everything we know about the Bible 

indicates that it is no ordinary book! Consider that 

the Bible was written by approximately 40 different 

human authors, over a period of approximately 1,500 

years, in three different languages, on multiple 

continents, and has been greatly preserved from the 

first day of writing until now. Yet, the Bible only has 

one message and no errors or contradictions! What 

other book could accomplish such an incredible feat?  

 No other book is comparable to it! Consider 

that the words we read when we study the Bible are 

words that were written from around 2,000 years ago 

(the words in the New Testament) to about 3,500 

years ago (when Moses wrote the first five books of 

the Bible). Therefore, everything that we know about 

the Bible shows it was not the product of humans, but 

of God (though God used those 40 or so men to write 

His message)! Still, only God could accomplish what 

the words written in the Bible have accomplished! 

 Just think about it for a few moments. Let’s 

suppose that you decided to start writing a book 

today with a designated theme. You wrote a little bit 

during your lifetime and then you died. Later, 

someone else picked up where you left off. And, this 

continued off and on for 1,500 years, going through 

40 different authors, using different languages, on 

different continents. Do you suppose there would be 

any contradictions and errors? Do you suppose that, 

as people read it over the course of hundreds and 

thousands of years that it would ever say something 

that was demonstratively false? Do you suppose your 

original theme would have been lost? Yet, the fact 

that there are no contradictions and errors in the 

Bible (though they have often been alleged), that it 

never says anything that can be proven wrong, and 

that the book has been greatly preserved all 

demonstrate that it has a Divine origin! 

It contains the words of God 

 God has communicated with people in 

different ways throughout history. He has spoken 

directly to some people – as He did with Adam, 

Noah, and the Jewish fathers. He has revealed His 

will through visions and dreams – as He did with 

Joseph, Peter, and others. Jesus taught people 

directly whenever He lived on earth. The apostles 

and prophets were directly inspired by the Holy 

Spirit (who revealed God’s message to them) and 

they told others what God had said. However, God 

does not communicate with us in these same ways 

today. But, He does communicate with us today. 

 Today, He speaks to us today through His 

written word – the Bible! 2 Timothy 3:16-17 reveals 

that the Scriptures contain the words of God: “All 

Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for 

teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in 

righteousness, so that the man of God may be 

complete, equipped for every good work.” The 

inspiration of the Scriptures by God means that they 

were literally breathed-out by Him. So, please 

appreciate the fact that whenever you read the Bible, 

you are not just reading a good story, the advice of 

men or women for living a better life, or merely a 

book of suggestions. Instead, you are reading the 

very words of the almighty and all-wise God who 

created all things! 

How the Bible was written 

 Again, 2 Timothy 3:16 says that “All 

Scripture is inspired by God.” The words that are 

written in the Bible are not the words of just any 

person who witnessed the events that are described 

in its pages. Rather, God inspired these men to write. 

2 Peter 1:20-21 says, “Above all, you know this: No 

prophecy of Scripture comes from the prophet’s own 

interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by the 

will of man; instead, men spoke from God as they 

were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  

 So, the work of inspiring these 40 or so 

people to write the words contained in the Bible 

belonged to the Holy Spirit. Listen to what the 

apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians 3:3-5: “The mystery 

was made known to me by revelation, as I have 

briefly written above. By reading this you are able to 

understand my insight into the mystery of Christ. 

This was not made known to people in other 

generations as it is now revealed to his holy apostles 

and prophets by the Spirit.”  

 What is Paul saying in this passage? The 

message of the gospel (which had once been a 

mystery) has now been revealed – as the Holy Spirit 



6 

 

revealed it to the apostles and prophets (like Paul). 

So, when we read the God-inspired messages of Paul, 

the other apostles, and the prophets, we can 

understand the message of God concerning our 

eternal salvations! 

 The Holy Spirit was uniquely qualified to do 

this work of revealing the will of God. 1 Corinthians 

2:10-11 explains why. “Now God has revealed these 

things to us by the Spirit, since the Spirit searches 

everything, even the depths of God. For who knows 

a person’s thoughts except his spirit within him? In 

the same way, no one knows the thoughts of God 

except the Spirit of God.” So, the Holy Spirit knows 

what is in God’s mind. Therefore, when we read the 

words He revealed to the apostles and prophets who 

wrote the Bible, we can also know what is in God’s 

mind (see 1 Corinthians 2:16)! 

The word of God is complete 

 The revelation of God’s will to mankind is 

complete. There will not be a new message from God 

that reveals what is in His mind. His word is not 

evolving or changing. Instead, the faith that is 

revealed in the pages of the New Testament has been 

“delivered to the saints once for all” (Jude 1:3). 

Galatians 1:6-9 also warns against people who 

preach a different gospel: “I am amazed that you are 

so quickly turning away from him who called you by 

the grace of Christ and are turning to a different 

gospel – not that there is another gospel, but there are 

some who are troubling you and want to distort the 

gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from 

heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to 

what we have preached to you, a curse be on him! As 

we have said before, I now say again: If anyone is 

preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you 

received, a curse be on him!” 

 Since the revelation of God’s will to mankind 

is complete and perfect, people must not add to 

God’s word or take away from it. Revelation 22:18-

19 plainly warns concerning this! “I testify to 

everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this 

book: If anyone adds to them, God will add to him 

the plagues that are written in this book. And if 

anyone takes away from the words of the book of this 

prophecy, God will take away his share of the tree of 

life and the holy city, which are written about in this 

book.” 

 The Bible is from God, containing His words, 

and it will endure forever! 1 Peter 1:24-25 says, “For 

‘All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like a flower 

of the grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, 

but the word of the Lord endures forever.’ And this 

word is the gospel that was proclaimed to you.” 

The Bible Provides Us With All 

We Need For Living Righteous 

Lives 

 The Bible’s message is from God. Now, as 

you recognize this fact, you need to consider what 

God wants you to know. Surely, He is not just giving 

you meaningless information. Instead, the Bible’s 

message is actually about telling you (and everyone 

who hears its message) what is needed for living a 

righteous life (one that is right in God’s sight). 

It tells us about Christ’s life, death, burial, 

and resurrection 

 The message of the New Testament is called 

the “gospel” of Jesus Christ. The word “gospel” 

simply means “good news.” So, the message of the 

New Testament revolves around the “good news” 

God gives to us through Jesus Christ – especially 

pertaining to Jesus’ life, death, burial, and 

resurrection.  

 It is only through Jesus Christ that we are 

capable of any kind of righteous life after we have 

sinned. We will focus on the life, death, burial, and 

resurrection of Christ in much greater detail in lesson 

five of this series – where we will discuss what Jesus 

has done and why these things are so important. For 

now, simply realize that without understanding, 

believing, and accepting what God has done for you 

through Jesus Christ, you could never have eternal 

life with God in Heaven! And, the only place you can 

get all the right information about Jesus Christ is the 

Bible! 
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It tells us all we need to know in order to 

become Christians 

 The gospel is God’s power unto salvation. 

Romans 1:16-17 says, “For I am not ashamed of the 

gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation 

to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also 

to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is 

revealed from faith to faith, just as it is written: ‘The 

righteous will live by faith.’” It is within the pages of 

the Bible (specifically in the New Testament) that we 

can read about the things God commands us to do in 

order to be saved from our sins (which we’ll discuss 

in lesson six).  

 You see, this gospel must be obeyed if people 

want to be forgiven of their sins and live eternally 

with God in Heaven. Hebrews 5:9 says that Jesus 

Christ is the “source of eternal salvation for all who 

obey Him.” And, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 warns of the 

punishment that will be brought against those who do 

not know God and those who do not obey the gospel 

of Jesus Christ: “and to give relief to you who are 

afflicted, along with us. This will take place at the 

revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with his 

powerful angels, when he takes vengeance with 

flaming fire on those who don’t know God and on 

those who don’t obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 

They will pay the penalty of eternal destruction from 

the Lord’s presence and from his glorious strength.” 

It tells us all that we need to live faithful 

Christian lives 

 Consider 2 Timothy 3:16-17 again: “All 

Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for 

teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in 

righteousness, so that the man of God may be 

complete, equipped for every good work.”  

 The Bible provides us with all the instruction 

we need in order to live the kind of lives that are 

pleasing to God – in every aspect of our lives. The 

Bible teaches us how we can develop our individual 

character and habits in a way that is pleasing to God. 

The Bible teaches us how we can have good 

marriages and serve Him through our marriages. The 

Bible provides the necessary instruction for pleasing 

God as mothers and fathers. The Bible teaches us 

how we can please Him as children. The Bible 

teaches us how to properly function as members of 

local churches and as citizens of nations. The Bible 

helps us be the kind of employers and employees He 

desires us to be. The Bible guides us through our 

personal struggles and temptations. There is no 

aspect of our lives that is not covered within the 

pages of God’s word (the Bible)! It really does 

completely equip us for every good work! 

The Bible Will Be The Criteria 

Used To Judge Us 

 The Bible is from God and tells us everything 

we need to know in order to be right with God. But, 

why is that even important? The fact is that the Bible 

will be the criteria (or, standard) God will use to 

judge us all, determining whether we will spend 

eternity in Heaven or in Hell. 

We will be judged 

 God does not force us to obey Him. Each 

person has been created with free will to choose 

either to obey God or to disobey God. That said, there 

are severe consequences if we do not follow Him. 

 As we discussed in lesson two, God will 

judge the world through Jesus Christ on the Day He 

has chosen. 2 Corinthians 5:10 teaches that we will 

all stand before the judgment seat of Christ and be 

judged according to the things we have done while 

we have lived on earth – whether they were good or 

bad. Those who are right with God will spend 

eternity in Heaven. And, those who are not right with 

God will spend eternity in Hell. 

 But, what is the standard that will determine 

whether the things we have done were “good” or 

“bad,” “right” or “wrong”? Will He simply make up 

criteria to judge us by on that Day? Of course not! 

Remember (from lesson one) that God is an impartial 

and fair Judge (go back and review Romans 2:5-11). 

Therefore, we know that the standard used for 

judgment will also be fair. In fact, as we will see, He 

has given us the answers to the “test of life” (in the 
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Bible)! But, we must study and apply these answers 

to our lives so that we will pass the “test”! 

God has said that His word is the standard  

 God has told us that His word will be the 

standard He will use to judge us on the Day Jesus 

Christ returns. Therefore, our lives will be compared 

to the things He has said within the pages of the 

Bible. How do we know this to be true? Listen to a 

couple passages that plainly demonstrate that the 

words God has revealed in the books of the Bible will 

be the standard for Judgment.  

 Listen to Jesus in John 12:48. He said, “The 

one who rejects me and doesn’t receive my sayings 

has this as his judge: The word I have spoken will 

judge him on the last day.” Then, in the Judgment 

Day scene pictured in Revelation 20:11-15, listen to 

verse 12. “I also saw the dead, the great and the 

small, standing before the throne, and books were 

opened. Another book was opened, which is the book 

of life, and the dead were judged according to their 

works by what was written in the books.” 

 So, all of the words that are contained within 

the Bible (since they are all from God) will be the 

criteria for judgment. Those who lived and died 

under the Old Testament law (prior to Jesus’ new law 

taking effect) will be judged by that law. However, 

since we live under the new law of Jesus Christ, we 

will all be judged by the words contained within the 

New Testament.  

 But, it is important to understand that we will 

not only be judged by the words Christ spoke while 

He lived on this earth. Rather, we will be judged 

according to all the things that are written in the 

pages of the New Testament. For instance, the 

apostle Paul made it perfectly clear that the things he 

wrote were “the Lord’s command” (1 Corinthians 

14:37) and “the word of God” (1 Thessalonians 

2:13). In fact, Jesus told His apostles that He would 

send the Holy Spirit to them and teach them more 

than what He had taught while He lived on this earth 

(see John 16:12-15). Therefore, the entire New 

Testament is the standard to determine what is 

“right” and “wrong,” “good” and “bad,” today! 

The danger of rejecting His word while we 

live 

 Again, remember Jesus’ words in John 12:48. 

If you reject the words of God, you reject the words 

that will judge you on the Last Day! So, it does 

matter whether you are obedient to the things that are 

written in the Bible! For, those who do not obey the 

gospel of Jesus Christ will experience eternal 

punishment! 

 We each have a choice today: Will we obey 

God’s word or will we disobey God’s word? Again, 

God does not force us to obey Him. Yet, it is my 

sincere hope that you will recognize the seriousness 

of living your life according to the words written in 

the Bible, and I plead with you that you will search 

for Bible authority in everything you do in your life! 

Will you dedicate yourself to live according to book, 

chapter, and verse? Will you join those who are 

attempting to live their lives entirely according to the 

standard of God’s word? Remember: Severe 

consequences will be given to those who reject the 

teachings of God’s word and a great reward will be 

given to those who obey God’s word! 

Establishing Bible Authority 

 Since the Bible contains the message from 

God that will determine where we spend eternity, we 

all need to make sure that we are living according to 

its teaching! Only things that are approved by the 

Bible (i.e. things that have Bible authority) are right 

with God. Those things that are not approved by the 

Bible (i.e. do not have Bible authority) are not right 

with God. So, we need to take some time to consider 

how we establish Bible authority for a thing in order 

to know it is right. 

The Bible is the only sufficient guide in 

religion 

 The Bible tells us how to please God (2 

Timothy 3:16-17). But, let me now add that it is only 

the message of the Bible that will fully equip us for 

every good work! Only it is the criteria God will use 

to judge us. Human doctrines, human opinions, 



9 

 

human traditions (even religious traditions), family 

members, friends, peers, majority opinion, etc. are all 

insufficient standards to guide our lives by! Nothing 

and no one besides the word of God (specifically the 

New Testament) will be our standard of Judgment!  

 So, Colossians 3:17 instructs us to do all 

things in the name of Jesus Christ: “And whatever 

you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him.” To do everything “in the name of the 

Lord Jesus” means to do everything by His authority. 

Since God has spoken to us through Jesus in the 

words written in the New Testament, we find 

authority from Jesus through the New Testament.  

 The words written in the New Testament 

books of the Bible provide the perfect blueprint for 

how God wants us to live our lives. So, our 

responsibility is summarized by 2 Timothy 1:13: 

“Hold on to the pattern of sound teaching that you 

have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in 

Christ Jesus.” Don’t try to change, add to, or subtract 

from the perfect pattern/blueprint Jesus Christ has 

given for our lives in the New Testament. Instead, 

determine that you will cling to this pattern in every 

area of your life. 

How to establish Bible authority  

 Since it is so important to have Bible 

authority for everything we do in our lives, let’s 

consider some basics about how to establish Bible 

authority. There are three ways through which we 

can establish Bible authority and know God is 

pleased with something. And, please note that these 

are the same three ways we can know anything to be 

true. We either must be told by someone who knows, 

be shown a right example, or draw a necessary 

conclusion from other things we know to be true. 

 (1) Through a direct command or statement 

from God in the New Testament Scriptures. For 

instance, baptism is commanded in Acts 2:38: “Peter 

replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, 

and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” So, 

we have Bible authority (established by a direct 

command) and know that it is right to be baptized for 

the forgiveness of our sins – and we must do so if we 

want to please God! 

 (2) Through an approved example in the New 

Testament Scriptures. For instance, Acts 8:38-39 

shows an approved example of baptism: “So he 

ordered the chariot to stop, and both Philip and the 

eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized 

him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit 

of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch did 

not see him any longer but went on his way 

rejoicing.” While there are Bible examples of many 

things (i.e. murder, idolatry, greed, etc.), only 

examples that show God’s approval are authoritative. 

So, we have Bible authority (established by an 

approved example) and know that it is right to be 

baptized. 

 (3) Through a forced conclusion from the 

New Testament Scriptures. This is a conclusion that 

is necessary (not a guess or something that is 

speculated; but, one that is unmistakable). For 

instance, Acts 8:38-39 forces us to the conclusion 

that baptism involved full immersion in water, not a 

sprinkling or pouring. For, the passage (as we have 

just read) tells us that both the one being baptized and 

the one doing the baptizing went down into the water 

for the baptism – and both came up out of the water. 

The unmistakable conclusion is that this baptism was 

an immersion in water – as no other practice would 

have required both people to go down into the water 

and come up out of the water! So, we have Bible 

authority (established by a forced conclusion) and 

know that it is right to be baptized by immersion in 

water. 

 Bible authority is established in these three 

ways. Although I have used all three to show the 

action of baptism is approved by God, we only need 

one of these things to have God’s approval. And, 

Bible authority is not established in any other way. 

Bible authority is not established because I want the 

Bible to teach a particular thing. Bible authority is 

not established because I always thought the Bible 

taught a particular thing. Bible authority is not 

established because I have always done things a 

particular way. Instead, Bible authority is only 

established if there is a direct command/statement, an 

approved example, or a forced conclusion in the New 

Testament Scriptures. 
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Generic and specific authority 

 Now that we understand how to establish 

Bible authority, let’s consider the two types of 

authority that can be established. These are generic 

and specific authority. Whenever you establish Bible 

authority, it is important to consider which kind of 

authority has been given. 

 (1) Generic authority. Generic authority is 

authority that is given for a thing without specifying 

how it is to be accomplished. For example, a parent 

might instruct a child to “go to the grocery store and 

buy something for dinner.” Authority is established 

to go to the store and buy something for dinner by a 

direct command. However, the authority is generic 

because how to go and what to buy were not 

specified. Therefore, the child could go to the store 

by walking, riding a bicycle, or by some other means. 

He could choose to buy chicken, ham, bacon, eggs, 

or something else for dinner. This would all be 

acceptable because generic authority was given.  

 A New Testament example of this principle 

is found in Mark 16:15. Jesus commanded His 

apostles, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel 

to all creation.” Authority is given (established by 

direct command) to go and preach the gospel. 

However, the authority was generic because how to 

go was not specified. The apostles could go by 

walking, riding on an animal, by boat, or whatever 

they had available to help them obey this instruction. 

 (2) Specific authority. Specific authority is 

authority for a thing that is specific in how it must be 

accomplished. For example, that same parent might 

instruct the child to “walk to the store and buy hot 

dogs and macaroni and cheese for dinner.” Authority 

is given to go to the store and buy something for 

dinner once again (established by a direct command). 

However, this time the authority is specific because 

how to go and what to buy were specified. Therefore, 

it would be a violation of the command for the child 

to ride a bicycle to the store and buy pizza for dinner!   

 A New Testament example of specific 

authority is found in Ephesians 5:19 (and all other 

New Testament passages on the subject of music in 

worship):  “speaking to one another in psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making 

music with your heart to the Lord.” The specific 

action that is authorized is singing. The music is to 

be made in the heart. The songs that are to be sung 

are specified as psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. 

Therefore, it would be a violation of the command to 

worship God by using a mechanical instrument of 

music or to sing popular culture songs! God has 

given specific instructions on the matter that are to 

be followed and not changed! 

Conclusion 

 If you want to go to Heaven and fulfill your 

true purpose of bringing glory to God throughout 

your life, you will demand Bible authority for 

everything you do in your life and obey what God 

says! This is the only way to know that God is 

pleased with you. So, what should you take from this 

study? (1) A basic knowledge about the Bible, how 

it is structured, and its story of salvation. (2) A 

knowledge that the Bible contains the words of God. 

(3) A knowledge that the Bible tells us how to live 

life in a way that is pleasing to God. (4) A knowledge 

that the Bible contains the words by which we will 

be judged. (5) A knowledge of the importance of 

establishing Bible authority, as well as a knowledge 

of how to do this. While we could discuss more, I 

hope that this lesson has helped you understand what 

the Bible is! 

 

Study Questions 

Why is it essential to know the answer to this 

question? 

 

 

1. Some Basic Facts About The Bible\ 
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What does the word “Bible” mean? Discuss some 

basic facts about the books of the Bible. 

 

 

What is the theme of the Bible? How is John 3:16 a 

wonderful summary of this theme? 

 

 

2. The Bible Contains The Revelation Of God’s 

Will To Mankind 

Discuss some facts that indicate the Bible is no 

ordinary book. 

 

 

What does the Bible contain? Why is this significant? 

 

 

How was the Bible written? 

 

 

 

Is the word of God complete? 

 

 

3. The Bible Provides Us With All That We Need 

For Living Righteous Lives 

What does the Bible tell about Christ? How is this 

significant? 

 

 

What does the Bible tell about becoming a Christian? 

How is this significant? 

 

 

 

 

What does the Bible tell about living a faithful 

Christian life? How is this significant? 

 

 

4. The Bible Will Be The Criteria Used To Judge 

Us 

Will there be a day upon which you will be judged? 

What will happen on that Day? 

 

 

What will criteria for judgment? How do you know? 

 

 

What is the danger of rejecting God’s word while 

you live? 

 

 

5. Establishing Bible Authority 

Why is it important to establish Bible authority for 

everything that you do in life? 

 

 

How can you establish Bible authority? 

 

 

What is the difference between generic and specific 

authority? 
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